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TO THE REFORMERS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


Mn the Declaration of the Boreughmongers, that they 
will have, NO REFORM. 
—a— 
Lerrer }. 
Frnends and Fellow-countrymen, 

The ministerial majority in the House of Commons, 
has declared, by negativing the motion of Lord J. Russell 
on Thursday last, * that the presentstate of the represén- 
“tation of the people in Parliament does not require‘the 
“ serious considera ion of that house.” This is not merely 
a declaration against radical reform, or borough reform, 
or county reform, but A DECLARATION AGAINST 
ALL REFORM—a declaration that the boroughmoti- 
gers will neither listen to the Whigs, nor to the people, 
on the subject:-—that they will maintain their usurpa- 
‘ions to the last—and refuse any consideration of the 
subject, by whoever brought forward, or by whatever 
‘eason supported. We are not surprised at this. It 
was what we knew would be the result; and it is an 


érgument we have often used against our complaisant 
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temporizers, that nothing will be granted by the bo- 
roughmongers, unless they are compelled by the people 
to do them justice; and when the people assume their 
nalive sovereignty and demand their rights, it will be as 
easy to obtain ALL, as any part. The motion of Lord 
Jolin Russell was of the mzldest arder of all mild pallia- 
tives. He simply moved, that “ the state of the repre- 
“sentation required the serious consideration of the 
*¢ House:” and he has been answered in the negative by 
a majority of 269 to 164. Such is the result of this mo- 
derate appeal to the house; and a more moderate one, it 
would have been impossible to frame! Thus vanish the 
hopes of moderate reform, and thus are annihilated the 
arguments of the moderate reformers. Who amongst 
them willagain say, “letus not ask foo much—let us require 
* only a portion of our debt—let us meet our adversa- 
“ ries half way—let us surrender a little to zaina little!” 
This sophistry is now exploded. The boroughmongess 
will not even consider your debt: they say they owe you 
nothing ; and they will pay you nothing. By admitting 
that the rights may be dispuéed, or delayed, or with- 
held, or half granted, the moderate reformers have fur- 
nished arguments against themselves; and embolcened 
their adversaries to put them wholly at defiance. The 
motion gubmitted by Lord John Russell was in 
itself a nullity. It could have !ed to nothing, hed 
it been carried; and, therefore, its loss is the less 
to be regretted. Indeed, though we thank the noble 
Lord for producing this discussion, and still more for ob- 
taining the wlétmatum of the boroughmongers against 
reform, we cannot bring ourselves to think that the speech 
of Lord Jonn Russell placed the question of reform on a 
proper footing. Instead of contending broadly for the 
RIGHT, he endeavoured to shew the policy of agreeing 
to some species of reform—of putting the principles in 
operation, in some shape or other. Now, this is not 
what we want. Jither the nation has aright tobe re- 
presented, ar it has not, If it have no right,any appeal to 
the boroughmongers would be useless ; fur we know they 
ere incapable of any thing like generosity, But if the 
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nght exists, itis to injure that right, to sue - favours 
under the excuse of policy, and expedience. We believe 
that this illustrious member of ihe house of ‘Baateed is 
sincere in his conviction ef the absolute necessity of re- 
form, in order to save the existing institutions ef the 
country; but he does not appear to be so fully satisfied 
of the RIGHT of the people to reform, which is aecese 
sary to produce those exertions iv their behalf, which 
can avail them to the furtherance of their object. We 
must therefore remind him that the humiliating supplica- 
tions of the bond-slave do yot become a nation of sup- 
posed freemen. Those who are fettered beyond the 
power of resistance,may bend to the authority which they 
cannot overcome, and find in the necessity an excuse for 
the degradation. England is not yet in so powerless a 
condition ; and what would be prudence i in the manacled 
slave, is meanness in one who is not yet bound to the 
stake, and at the mercy of his masters. In this view the 
nation could not rally round the doctrines contained in 
the speech of the noble Lord. He is far behind the 
spirit and iaformation of the people; and hence his 
failure is considered on their part as no injury to their 
claims. We were sorry also to notice an irrelevance in 
sonie of his statements, and a failacy in others, which 
should have been avoided In erder to piease the moder- 
ate men, his tuordship stated that, -* at a meeting in te 

“county of Middlesex, a meeting which might be suppos- 
“ed to bring together ail classes of reformers, when a 
“ venerable advocate ef the cause of reform proposed a pe- 
** tition for universal suffrage, he could find 20 owe to se- 
“cond it.” This preves foo mich, or proves nothing. 
mu a meeli ng which brought together “ a/d classes of 
“reformers,” it would have been impossible for Major 
Cartwright, to have been the ondy friend of universal 
suffi ane, 3esides, the Middlesex reformers have 
petitioned for universal sullrage. Ilence it could 
noi. be for want of a seconder, thal the resolution 
was lost, though it might happen that the resulution was 
not seconded ; >; and we will tell the noble Lord the rea- 
son. There is no reformer silly enough to expect 
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any attention from the Efouse of Commons, ic 
any petition for Reform, let its peculiar prayer be 
what it may: When it is known that add petitions 
on that subject will be disregarded, it is considered by 
many a waste of time to argue upon the nature of peti- 
tion that shall be employ ed. The feeling is erroneous ; 
because just principles should be ever kept in view: but 
it is a common feeling ; and, meeting with no resistance 
hy any appeal to the reason, it was suflered to prevail, 
by the indifference of one part of the assembly, and the 
want of thought of the other. Indeed, the Noble Lord, 
while he dése laimed the doctrine ienadlt, adopted it Sa 
effect, when he said the House of Commons should’ be 
the true representatives of the people: for he should 
have said the true representatives of a part of the people, 
if he did net deem it necessary that ALL should be re- 
presented. We thank him, however, sincerely for con- 
tending against that wildest of all wild theories, that the 
House of Commons should represent the King, and the 
flouse of Lords, as well as the people. This is out- 
Heroding Lierod in absurdity ; though we are compelled 
to confess that, according to the present system, the 
crown and the aristocracy are much better represented 
in the Lower House, than the people at large; and that 
it would be some improvement if the people - were repre- 
sented as aredé as the King, and the House of Lords.— 
But dismissing this nonsense, with the remark that, 
while the crown and the Upper House support monarchy 
and aristocracy, it is the sede duty of the Lower House 
to represent and guard the democracy of the country ; 
we proceed to examine another of the fallacious bases, 
upon which Lord Joha Russell has argued for the polecy 
of Ritorm. ife says, that the change in the condition 
of the people requires a corresponding change in the 
House of Commons: this change, he adds, is ‘the result 
of a great advance in information, and a ereat — 
meni in the weadiéA and resources of the country ! We 
stared with astonishment at the statement of excreased 
regs. and Lap wored resources. when the agr ‘cultural 
iiterest Ie abs: olutely pressed to the ground by the de< 
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siruction of the national resources; and while the ma- 
nufacturing and commercial interests are on/y upheld by 
the ruin of the landed interest: for it is certain that our 
manufacturing interests would be at once annihilated, if 
by any means the price of provisions could be raised so 
high as to remunerate the farmers. If some branches of 
commerce and manufactures are read/y in a prosperous 
state (which we much doubt, for the Aome market must 
be a ruinous onc), still they are only prosperous because 
the prices of food are low ; and they can only continue 
to prosper, while the farmer is destroyed by the system. 
Nor is the Noble Lord’s idlustration of our encrease In 
wealth and resources less singular than the assertion ; for 
he gives as an instance, that in the two last years of the 
jate war, we had (Nov GAINED) but spent fico Aun- 
dred and seventy millions of money! This is about as 
odd an illustration of the riches of a State, as it would 
be of the riches of an individual, to say that he was so 
rch, that he spent in ro years as much as his estate 
would produce in five. Or, to use another simile, the 
Noble Lord might as weil say, that a man gave a great 
proof of his wealth and resources, by dosing large sums 
at a gambling table! At that period, the power of 
taxation was screwed to the uttermost; and yet it never 
produced much more than sixty millions per annum ; so 
that an expenditure in ¢:7v years of more than could be 
screwed from the nation in four, is given asa proof of 
encreased weulfh and resources, instead of a demons- 
tration of the /olly of the people, and the profligacy of 
the administration ! . 
The excrease of exports is also adduced as another 
procf of the encrease: wealth and resources of the coun- 
try; and it is equally fallacious. [t is not enough to 
shew that the exporls have encreased from thirteen to 
forty millions from 1792 to 1821. This does not prove 
that any evcrease of profit has taken place. In that pe- 
riod, the taxes had risen from eleven million to sixty 
millions, which would far overbalance the value of the 
increase in the exports. When the profits began to fail, 
nN attempt was made to redress the evil, by the encrease 
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of the quantities exported. To sell great quantities, ut 
was necessary lo manufacture on cheap terms. Goods 
were detcricrated m quality, workmen were reduced to 
the smallest pittance on which existence could be sup- 
ported, and hence an amazing encrease in business was 
forced, without any corresponding advantage to the coun- 
try. One fact that has come within our personal know- 
ledge will explain this system, Efats, that some years 
ago were bought of the English manufacturer for a gui- 
nea, to send to the American market, have been since 
sent out to that market for twelve shillings each. Now, 
if ihe merchant could encrease his sate, 1m proportion to 
his diminution of profits, and sold one hundred _ hats 
where he had sold _ fifty before, Ae might be no loser by 
this injury to trade. But the country must lose seriously, 
in the diminished profits of the makers of the hats, whe 
must inanulacture a hundred for the same price which 
they formerly obtained for Jifty The operation of a si- 
mnilar BY. stem in all branches, has driven the middle or- 
ders out of their shops into warrets and cellars ; and 
though it has yet left the large dealers in possession of 
their wealth, and their places, it will ultimately reach 
them, and level them with their victims in a scene of in- 
discriminate ruin. The true principles of traffic are to 
gain much for little trouble, and less risk. We have re- 
verned them; and at much labour and great risk, gain 
but very litle, as far as the bulk of the people are con- 
cerned. Let us ihen hear no more of our cexcreased wealth, 
and resources, as a nation, while we are burthened with 
adebt that all the money in the universe would not be 
sufficient to defray—a debt which no one is sanguine 
enough to expect will cver be materially diminished— 
while. the agriculiural interest is sacrificed to the conse- 
quences of that debt :—and while all that yet appears to 
flourish, is only like the freshness of the ivy, that lives by 
destroying the tree round which it twines, to perish itself, 
when the work of exhaustion is tae nha - or at best, 
to vive us the ¢ry for the oad, if the minions vf the sys- 
tem should be able to live themscives, after destroying 

the resources of the country. 
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But what has this empty boast of wealth to do with 
the question, in any possible way. How is the RIGHT 
of the people implicated in their resources? What con- 
nects the wealth, with the rREEDOM of the nation? For 
our own parts, we think liberty flourishes best in the 
soil which poverty has prepared for the cultivation of the 
hardier virtues ; and we derive out best hopes for the 
recovery of the rights, from the operation of the distress 
under which the country labours. While it was wealthy, 
it was credulous, indolent, overbearing, and ¢gnorant 
of its true interests. Now it is poor, it has shewn a dis- 
position to enquire, to judge, and to act for itself. Wealth 
and prosperity are too often the bane of nations as well 
as of individuals. Look at Spain! and Portugal! 
Ruined by despotism, and reduced to the last stage of 
existence among the nations of Europe, they have risen 
in the hardihood of poverty to demand and exercise, their 
native rights! They have snatched the sceptre from the 
hands ef their oppressors, and have replaced themselves 
among the list of nations‘from which they were virtually 
erased. Will Lord Jolin Russell tell them they were 
wrong in doing this, because they were poor—because 
their weal'h was exhausted, and their resources supposed 
to beannihilated! Did North America wait to be wealthy, 
before she demanded freedom? If she had, the glorious 
prize had never been obtained ; for itis wealth that binds 
its possessors to the car of despotism. Instead, then, of 
boasting of ideal wealth, let us make proper advantage 
of our real poverty ; and while we have but little left to 
lose, let us exert ourselves to render secure all that we 
may hereafter gain. 

The encrease of knowledge was adduced by the noble 
lord, as another reason, why the representation ought to 
be amended ; and in this source we perceive some hopes: 
but not from such instances as the noble lord adduced, 
when he said one author had received 80,0000. for the 
sale of his literary works. This proves no more for the 
diffusion of knowledge, than Heliogabalus devouring the 
revenue of a nation at a meal, proved the general abund- 
ance of the tables of the Roman populace. It rather 
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shews that many authors must have been ill-paid, that 
one might be overpaid! Nor do the hiyh prices paid 
for books, nor the great business of a few houses, prove 
any encrease of knowledge. All the advantageous en- 
crease is owing to the distribution of political information ; 
and this has been effected in cpposition to all the institu- 
tions from which the noble lord has deduced the encrease 
of knowledge. After all the labours of the Bible and 
Tract societies, and all the succes. of the Lancasterian, 
Bell, and Sunday schools, (great as undoubtedly is the 
good they have effected) the country is not a whit 
more moral, or more religious, than it was before they 
existed ; but it is far better politically informed. Those 
societies and institutions taught great numbers to read, 
and they have read what it most interested them to read. 
But even their Anowledge is no basis of their rigits, 
though it may help them to recover them. They would 
be entitled to all the rights of men, though they had 
never heard of them ; andit would not be the less tyranny 
and usurpation to oppress them because they were igno- 
rant, than it would be dishonest to withhold the payment 
of a known debt, because the vouchers of the creditor 
happened to be destroyed. An argument addressed to 
the fears of the boroughmongers from the encreased in- 
formation of the people would have some weight: but 
they have anticipated this, and they have determined to 
maintain their authority, by opposing the bayonets of 
their myrmidons to the reason of the people. ‘The noble 
lord is correct, when he says, that “ to say to the people, 
“ that because they required economy, the ministers 
*¢ would introduce waste—because they required honesty, 
“the ministry would give them carruption—and in pro- 
‘¢ portion as they became more enlightened, the ministry 
6 would give them a government less able to bear inves- 
“ tivation :”—was a proposition the most monstrous and 
absurd, and which must eventually tend to the destruc- 
tion of the government rather than its support. But be 
should also remember that though such doctrines must 
one day destroy all governments, the nations may be 
destroyed by them, before the governments fall ; and 
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that it is the duty of a sincere reformer to take every 
step in his power, to save the nation, even if the govern- 
ment is determined to fall. This can only be done, by 
erecting the standard of N\ TIONAL RiGHTs. The nation 
will gather round no other baaner, and without the as- 
sistance of the whole, the rights of none can be obtained. 
The attempt to gain for a party what belongs to a people, 
must always fail, when the people are aware of their 
own interests. The history of the day sufficiently proves 
this; and it is childish indeed, toattempt to move a nation 
with the lever of party. 

His Lordship should not have gone to Blackstone, of 
whom Junius speaks so just! in reprobation, for the fal- 
lacy, *¢ that there was hardly a free ajent to be found in 
“the country, that had not a vote for a member of par- 
“ Jiament in some place or other.” It isa gross falsehood 
on the part of the commentator :—and one of those gull- 
traps into which the people have been often led; and 
when Lord John Russell effects to believe it might have 
been so, in Blackstone’s days, he gives his own know- 
ledge the die direct. In Blackstone’s time, the repre- 
sentation was as defective, and as corrupt, as it is at 
present. The same base means were employed 
for the same base ends; but the people were tien as 
grossly deceived as they were deeply injured. The de- 
ceit is now at an end. The delusion is over—but the 
chief remains :—and wild remain, until treason against 
the people shall be deemed as criminal as treason against 
a Minister of State. 

Lord John Russell draws the following portrait of the 
effect of the representation as it stands at present, which 
shews clearly enough that England is legislated for, and 
faxed, by the Borough Members in the ——— of the 
Ministry ; against the sense of the majority of those who 
may be considered as actual representatives of some por- 
tions of the people :—“ In the boroughs containing under 
/ five hundred inhabitants, one Member voted for reduc- 
4 tion of expence, and one hundred and seven against 
_ In boroughs containing from five hundred to one 

thousand inhabitants, firedv” Members voted for reduc- 
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tion, and thirty-three against it. In boroughs cou- 
‘taining under two thousand inhabitants, seventeen 
‘‘ Members voted for reduction, and forty four dgainst 
“i. In boroughs containing under three thousand in- 
‘habitants, nineteen Members voted for reduction, and 
“« forty-six against tt. In boroughs containing under 
‘ five thousand inhabitants, dwenty-five Members voted 
‘‘ for reduction, and forty-three against it. And in bo- 


‘‘ ruughs containing above five thousand inhabitants 


cc , 


sixty-six voted for reduction, and forty-seven against 
‘“7t, The general result of this calculation was that the 
‘< proportion of votes in favour, arid in opposition to Mi- 
nisters, changed according to the increase of the size of 
“the place for which the voting Members sat. Of the 
‘< smallest class, the proportion was 22neteen to one in 
“ favour of Ministers; it beeame then three to one, then 
“tivo to one, in their favour; and afterwards Was four 
‘“‘ to three, and five to three against them.” What does 
this stalement prove, but that Britain is aétually govern- 
ed and taxed by the rotien boroughs. in opposition to the 
counties and large towns, independent of the opposition 
of all who are unrepresented? And in what respect does 
the usurpation of the rotten boroughs differ from the 
levying of Black Mail by the Highland freebooters of old? 
3y what right is Britain bound in the rotten borough 
fetters ? It would be far better to have an absolute Mo- 
narch, at onee, that we might know whose servants, and 
whose slaves we were, than to be thus jugg'ed with, up- 
der pretence of a representation of the people! But the 
portrait is not yet finished. Lord John Russell continues 
his sketch in these words :—‘ On the question for the 
‘“ repeal of the Salt Tax, the numbers were 165 for the 
‘* repeal to 169 againstit. Of that number of 165, forty- 
“two were Members for cuunties, and fifty-five were 
‘‘ Members for great towns ; while, on the other hand, 
* of the 169 Members who voted against the repeal, only 
‘fourteen were county Members, and sixty-one were 
‘* placemen, only ten of whom could by any possibility 
‘be considered as representing large towns! The 
‘question respecting the Po-t Masters General, €X- 
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“hibited a case sill stronger. The division on 
“that occasion was 159 in favour of the motion, 
“to 184 against it. Of the 159, éwenty-nine were 
“members for counties, and forty for large towns; 
“ making together 69. On the other hand, of the 184, 
“only eleven were county members, and twenty-three 
* members for large towns, making together only 34; 
“so that the proportion of the popular representation 
“ against Ministers on that occasion, was as 69 to 34. 
“ It afforded an illustration of that admirable theory, that 
“ the House represented not only the people, but the 
“ House of Lords and the Crown! It afforded an ad- 
“ mirable proof of the benefit which the country derived 
“from the influence of the House of Lords and of the 
“ Crown, overbalancing that of the Representatives of 
“ the people in the House of Commons, until those Re- 
“ presentatives were at length entirely merged into a 
“ minority of that House. Let it be also observed, that 
“in the instance to which he had edverted, and in which 
“the Representatives of the Crown and of the tHouse of 
“ Lords had overbalanced the Representatives of the 
“people, the point at issue was an office in the patro- 
“nage of the Crown, and conferred on a member of 
“the House of Lords! Let it be remembered too, that 
“on that memorable night, the doctrine that wsevess 
“ officers ought to be maintained, as a counterpoise to 
“the encreasing intelligence of the people, was undis~- 
“cuisedly maintained. Let it be remembered that that 
“doctrine was sanctioned by those who were, in fact, 
“ NOT the Representatives of the people; that it was 
“established by the vote of the House; and that it was 
* pronounced to be the avowed doctrine of the Repre- 
“ sentatives of the people, at the very moment when the 
* real Representatives of the people were utterly unable 
“ to form any thing like a majority in that House.” Af- 
fer this, is it not shrinking from the truth to say, with 
the Noble Lord, that “ the constitution is in danger?” 
Is it not rather DEAD? Is it not rather the CORPSE 
of what Was once English liberty? or, if it have life and 
Vitality, is not that body animated by a very different 
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apirit, to that which once directed its movements? Has 
not some borough-demon entered into, and possessed 
the body politic? Is England more free under the bo- 
rough domination, than she was under the tyrant Stu- 
arts? What makes the freedom of a nation, but the 
rule of the majority? And if the majority are, in 
England, the slaves of the minority, no matter by what 
means, the chains of despotism are fixed upon the land 

if the liberty of Englishmen should be founded on the 
common consent of ALL, to the esiablishment of the 
laws, the liberty of Englishmen is but a name! If the 
freedom of England should exist on that basis, ¢t exists 
no longer! Why, then, does the Noble Lord tell us 
“Cit is not in England, that the liberties of any particu- 
‘lar class could be curtailed!” {t IS in, England, 
that the liberties of the nation A#ave been, not merely 
curtailed of their fair proportions, but in some instances 
have been altogether annihilated. Why does the Noble 
Lord tell us, ‘ it is not in England, as in the Senate of 
** Venice, that the interests of one class of the commu- 
“ nity could be permitted to bear down the rights of 
*¢ another!” Surely the Noble Member of the House of 
Bedford had forgotten that he had just been describing 
the usurpation of the representatives of the crown and 
the aristocracy over the rizhts of the representatives of 
the people! Like King Lear he exclaims, “‘ they could 
‘“‘ not do, they dare not do,”’ that which they neverthe- 
less HAVE DONE! Why does he tell us the liberty of 
England abhors the protection ofa standing army, when 
he perceives a standing army holdin mockery theliberties 
of England? Why does he tell us ‘the liberty of 
*‘ England abjures the countenance of extensive barracks 
“ scattered throughout the country,” when he sees those 
barracks extended in defiance of such abjuration? [tis 
true, that “the /éberty of Englan! could never allow 
“itself to be maintained by any despotic demonstra- 
“* tions of that nature;” but it is certain that the liberty 
of England has suffered itself to be nearly destroyed by 
them! Away, then, with this delusion! The liberties 
of England are in thraldom, and will never be recovered 
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«ithout bolder language and mantier conduct than has 
vet been current in their behalf. The noble Lord de. 
‘ended the resistance made by the people to the govern- 
ment of Charles the First. Speakiug of those Who 
brought forward the instance ofthe civil wars, to intimidate 
those who were friendly to the public right:,he asked, “ did 
“they mean lo say that the tyranny of Charles 
“{,. who wished to govern the country independently of 
“parliament, and by divine right; who wished to 
“Jevy taxes without the intervention of parliament, and 
“contrary to law, was a government which it was wrong 
“to resist? Did they mean to say that it was wrong to 
*“ resist such a governmentas that of Louis the Sixteenth, 
“ who wasted and squandered the treasures of the coun- 
“try in a most profuse and extravagant mainer?” 
Why, if profuston and waste are reasons for resistance, 
why does net the noble lord resist the boroughmongers? 
Why, if a body in the Elouse of Commons render the real 
representatives of the people a nullity, why does not the 
noble lord resist the misrule of that body, which can 
have no business there, to paralyze the value of the 
representations of the people? Is it not as decidedly 
wrong, for a representation of the people to act in oppo- 
sition lo the wishes of the people, as for a monarch to 
oppose the wishes of a parliament? Is not rotten bo- 
rough laxation, against the inclinations of the people as 
great an offence to the nation, as any otuer species of 
arbitrary taxation? il was a manly declaration, on the 
part of Lord John, that he ‘* must be more learned than 
“Selden, more prudent than Pym, more patriotic than 
‘ Hampden, more wise and prudent than all thoseabout 
. him, who could put his finger upon that period in the 
_tagn of Charles the First, when the people might 
have stopped short, and preserved the monarchy, 
“Without surrendering altogether the liberties of 
; the country.” If it were then better to sacrifice 
the monarchy, rather than surrender the liberty of 
the country to a King ;—is the borougu usurpation to 
* how held more sacred (hau the throne, and the person 
tthe Monarch, in the reign of Charles the First? What 
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bestows upon the boroughmongers, a right beyoud that 
which was thenclaimed by the Monarch? Custom, pre- 
cedent, vested rights, and all the excuses of existing au- 
thority were As then, as wellas theirs now! Yet they 
all fell, and justly, before the popular indignaiion at the 
oppression of the many for the benefit of thefew! and 
if ‘‘ nothing have yet occurred to justify resistance,” as 
the Noble Lord cautiously observes, the same system will 
ultimately Zead to the same results in future, If the 
borough system is permitted tu continue, Parliaments 
will shortly become as openly independent of all public 
opinion, as former monarchs were of parliamentary con- 
trol. As the parliaments endeavoured to bring the 
monarehs to reason, by refusing to grant the supplies ; 
so future generations will attempt to bring the 
parliaments to reason by refusing to contribute the taxes 
which are voted. The monarchs, when the'supplies were 
withheld levied them without anthority, until Charles 
expiated his tyranny on the scaffold, and it may be, 
that if some future parliament should war upon the 
people, for the collection of the revenue, ihat another civil 
war may be kindled, and the land be again deluged with 
the blood of its mhabitants in a struggle for the sove- 
reignty of the people. . 

We shall in our next number resume our observa- 
tions on this debate, which forms an important era in the 
history of the parliamentary struggle for reform, as 1 
has produced the formal and absolute declaration, that 
the boroughmongers will have no species of reform. Ho- 
race, Twiss, Mr. Duncombe, Mi. Robiason, and Mr. 
Canning, were the Champions of ihe Boroughmongers 
on this occasion, and we can promise our readers some 
amusement, in an examination of their remarks. At 
present we conclude with the agreeable statement, thai 
Lord iolkestone, after many years of consideration has 
pronounced himself convinced of the necessity of Retorm: 
And Mr Canning has expressed his belief that ‘¢ the 10- 
“ dividuals who advocated the wild schemes of parlia- 
“ mentary Reform, were as sincere in their convicliob 

‘of the possibility of carrying their plan into effect as 1 
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was sincere in his belief of its impracticability:” and he 
declared that ** Ae imputed no blame to the individuals 
¢ who advocated those schemes!” This isali we want; 
and now we hope we shall have no more prosecutions, no 
more massacres, directed against those individyals; and 
then we shall have a fair “opportunity of bringing the 
practicability of the schemes to the test. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





A FRIENDLY HINT TO A PROPOSED TRAVELLER, NOT 
TO FORGET THE FAMILY LUGGAGEON HIS JOURNEY. 


—_— p-- 


Pray, Mr. Dwarf can you inform me whether Mrs. 
Hunn is to remain a pensioner upon the people of Eng- 
iand, when Mr. Canning is quartered upon the natives 
of the East? [ama lover of fair play ; and while Eng- 
land had the benefit of the services of this *¢ most accom - 

plished scholar, and statesman of the age,” IT thought 
it very reasonable that Mrs. Hunn ought to be remu- 
nerated for her share ofthe important matter of bringing 
this prodigy to light! But since we are about to lose 

is services, Why should we keep the good old lady ? 
Would it not be much better that she also should be sent 
out to India, to keep the court of the prodigy! I know 
itis buta poor three hundred a-year, that she receives ; 
but in these times, even three hundred pounds are 
worth saving ; seeing that upon the Earl of Bucking- 
ham’s seale of livings for poor folks, it would maintain ‘at 
least fifteen people; and considering besides, that it may 
how starve fifteen, by taxation, lo produce the sum. 
There are two Misses, also, quartered at one hundred 
per annum upon the people. As young ladies sedd so 
well in the East, they will of course go cut as ven- 
turers, and be disposed. of to good advantage ; and their 
pensions will be saved us ; ; sO that we shall ‘be gainers at 
five hundred a- -year, by the appointrgent of the prodigy 
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tothe Eastern Government; which will be a portion of 
the interest of the thousands he cost us to no purpose 
on his Portuguese Embassy :—and perhaps, if the India 
speculation answers, and the ladies find a good market, 
they may return us some portion of the money they 
have cost us. . 
[ was once afraid that Mr. Scarlett’s bill for staying 
the propagation of the species, would lave had a retro- 
spective effect: and all that had been brought into the 
world without a guarantee for their maintenance, would 
have been put out of the world as interlopes who had no 
right whatever to the blessings of existence; and then I 
should have trembled indeed for the future forcertain “a:- 
‘* comzlished people,” whose progenitors bestowed but 
little thought upon who might be burthened with the 
ofising of their vagrant loves. Heaven be praised, 
that fear is over; for even Mr. Scarlett, clever as he is, 
exclaims that nothing can be done in that way under the 
present system! But for all that, it is as well to get 
oul of the way of such hazards; and | applaud the selec- 
tion of the Directors of India affairs. To be sure, I do 
not think he will do India any great good; but they 
could not have selected a man whose depatture from 
England would do so litte harm. — If the East gain no- 
thing, we shalllose nothing ; and if we save but the pen- 
sions of the ladies, we shall be gainers to a greaterextent 
than I, for one, ever expected the country to gain by 
Mr. Canning. Pray print these hints, that the ladies 
nay net be left behind by any misiake. 
Yours, &c. 
AN ECONOMIST. 

















TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


eso rw 


Mr. Davison desires us to acknowledge the receipt of £1 from 
the Leeds Union; and £1 12s. from Leicester, through the hands 
ot Mic. Baie Bs Ihe alae Wishes us to state the remittonce of £3 
Lay. to Oukbacs Gael, trom the Biusioghan Society, ds inserted 
In hie Dwart of the 17th of April, was tor Mr Lewis only. 
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1HE BLACKNEB, No. CIV. 
ia - 


“ My Masters of misrule! 1 have a crow to pluck with you” — 
Ovp PuayY. 





618 The laws and liberties we now enjoy, were procured 
tor us bv such of our ancestors as were utter strangers to every 
system but what conduced to honor and virtue A Govern= 
ment supported upon any other basis, ouglit not to subsist a 
mowent longer, nor is such an one worth contending for,— 

, not even by ihose whose depraved minds are not to be 
eratified by the corruptest Governments because those who 
act O1 fight for hire only are always looking out for the best 
market. So that I hope we shail not let this session pass 
without a good Militia-Bill; for a standing army, even in time 
of war, Wis never yet an object that suited the genius of this 
hation,—supposing it kept up with the strictest economy,— 
beciuse itis not our natural defence, And I can aver there 
bath nothing happened within these twelve months and 
upwards, to render it more acceptable: for be it ever so for= 
midable, it cannot be every where, much less can it prevent 
invasions or insurrections, when to our late memorableshame we 
were twice baffled by a Bandittt rabble; and in all probability 
we hid been served soa third time, but for the presence of his 
Roval Highness the Duke. W bbevues a well-armed and well- 
ciphued Militia, epee over the tace of this kingdom must 
Suppress all risings la the first instance; besides, the great bene- 
fits we should liave of them in every maritime county, to puta 
stop to thaf abominable trade of snuggling, without having re- 
course toa much more abominable practice, sail putting your te 
IW execulion by a Miailit: iy force,—a precedent, vive ine leave to 
teil you, Sir, that must be fatal tu the liberties a this kingdom 


if uot timely preve nted. Major Selwyn. Debate in the Com- 
MONS, Lith No. 1740. 


O19. "Phe toss i liberty fo a generous mind is worse than 
death, and yet we ki ow there have been those, mall ages, who 
- tire sake of prede rinent or some Imaginary heuer, have 
PIER TY ! Chat oa het Lprbiny’ = bictiadd to OP press, Hay to destroy, their 

— Vhis Games te my nad that saying of the inmortal 


Vou. VIL. No. 18 
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Brutus, when he looked upon the creatures of Caesar, whic 
were very great but by no means good men. “ You Romans,” 
said Brutus, “if | may yet call you so, consider what you are 
“doing. Remember you are assisting Cesar to forge those 
“very chains, which he will one day make yourselves wear.” 
This is what every man who values freedom ought to consider : 
he should act by judgment, and not by affection or self inter- 
est ; for where these prevail, no Wes of either country or kindred, 
are regarded : as, on the other hand, the man who loves his 
country, prefers its liberty to all other considerations, well know- 
ing that without liberty life is a misery. — But why do I go 
to heathen Rome to bring instances of the love of liberty = The 
best blood in Britain has been shed in the cause of hberty. And 
the freedom we enjoy at this day may be said to bein a great 
measure owing to theglorious stand made by the famous Hamp- 
den, and others of our countrymen, against the arbitrary de- 
mands and illegal impositious of the times in which they lived ; 
who, rather than give up the rights of Englishmen, and submit 
to pay an illegal tax of (1 think) no more then three shillings, 
resolved to undergo, and for the liberty of their country did 
undergo, the greatest extremities in that arbitrary and terrible 
court of Star Chamber, to whose arbitrary proceedings—it 
being composed of the primcipal men of the realm, and cal- 
culated to support arbitrary Government—no bounds or limits 
could be set, nor could any other hand remove the evil but 
a parliament. Power may justly be compared to a great river, 
which, kept within due bounds, is both beautiful and useful ; 
but when it over flews its banks, itis then too impetuous to be 
stemmed, it bears down all before it, and brings destruction 
and desolation wherever it comes. Ifthen this is the nature 
of power, iet us at least do our duty, and, like wise men who 
value freedom, use our utmost care to stpport liberty, the only 
bulwark against lawless power, which in all ages has sacrificed 
to its wild lust and boundless ambition, the blood of the best 
inen that ever lived. Andrew Hamilton of Philadelphia. 


The trial of John Peter Zenger of New York, Printe, 
4th Aug. 1745. 





THE ITALIAN’S FAREWELL, 
620. Farewellto thee, Land of my Birth! 
Farewell to thy woods and thy waves ! 
Thy cittes—the fairest on earth ! 
Thy children—the vilest of slaves ' 
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O'’er many a land though [ roam, 
Those still must be dearest to me : 
But never will I seek a honie 
Where man has forgot to be free. 


Still mingle the dance and the song 
Beneath thy voluptuous skies, 
And sweetly thy echoes prolong 
The lovers’ harmonious sighs ; 
But mute be the lyre and tke shell 
Where conquerors list to the strains, 
And shame on the cowards who tell 
Their love to the clank of their chains. 


‘O! bitter my pangs when I leave 
The land where my fathers bore sway, 
But better in exile to grieve 
Than see thee a foreigner’s prey ; 
Far better that sorrow should barst 
My bosom untainted and free, 
Than daily and hourly be curst, 
The shame of thy children to see. 


Yet, if but one trumpet note call 
Thy sons from the mountain and plain— 
To burst from their tyrannous thrall 
And combat for Freedom again— 
Its sounds will by wafted to me, 
Far over the desolate wave, 
And soon with thy boldest [ll be, 
And make thee my home or my grave. 


ZARACH. Morning Chronicle 19th. April 1822. 


621. Touching the Romans, it is true, that Pompey and Cz- 
“ar, and most of the great Captains after the last Carthaginian 
Nat, arrived at high reputation, but it was rather as brave and 
stlerous—than good and virtuous men; whereas their prede- 
Cssors were as famous for their virtue as their success, and the 
reason was, because they made not war their profession, and 
the others did. Whilst the Roman Commonwealth was incor- 
“Upt and immaculate, there uever was any citizen who presumed 





£ 
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by means of fis profession to make his own fortune or Party ii: 
lime of peace, bv breaking the laws, exacting upou the pro. 
vinces, usurping aud tyrannizing over his country, and using all 
means to make himself rich: no man of inferior condition 
ever thought of violating his oaths, maintainirg of parties, disre- 
specting the se nate, or promoting tumults or any tyrannical se- 
dition, with the design of making a fortune by the e profession of 
arms : but those who had the command of their armies, content. 

ed with their triumphs, returned joyfully to their private affairs; 
and the officers who were under in laid down their arms 
with more alacrity than they had assumed them with,—every 
man returning to his former course of life, without any hopes 
of advancing himself by plunder or rapme. Of this we have 
strong and evident cause of conjecture from the example of 
Atilius Regulus, who, being general of the Roman armies in 
Africa, and having as it w ere conquered theCarthaginians, desired 
leave of the senate to return, that he might look after his farm 
in the country, wiich his servants had in his absence neglected ; 

from whence it is cle: ir as the day, that had he made war his 
profession, or designed to raise his own fortune out of the ruins 
ot others, shaving s sO many a ronsnans at his mercy, he would 
never have been so careful of the improvement of a cottage when 
each day would have brought him in more than his whole patri- 
inony Was worth. Buf good men, and such as are not desirous 
to make a trade of war, are unwilling to reap any other fruit 
therefrom but labour, danger, and glory ; when they have ac- 
quired asufficient proportion of the latter, are ambitious to re- 
turn quietly to their homes, and live upon their old professions in 
peace, As to the common and private soldiers, it is clear that tey 

were of the same humour and declined any such profession br 
although when at home many desired to be in the war, yet when 
so en uployed, they were as willing to be dismissed, This isme- 
uifest by several arguments, but « especial’ y by the privilege the 
Romans granted to “their citizens, that noue should be constrain- 
ed to the warsigatust his own inclination;—so that Rome, 

whiist it was well governed—which was till the time of the 
(iracchi-—had never any soldier who made arms his exclusive 
projession, fiom whence few were dissolute, and those few were 


punished severely.—-Niccolo Machiavelli, The Art of War. 
bias 
a Be . 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


—-Q-—- 


From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze at Japan. 


WEW SYSTEM OF POLITICAL POLICE. 
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My Yellow Friend, 

It is with great regret, that I feel myself compek- 
led to adopt harsher measures than usual. The times 
are growing worse, and I must set up a pillory and 
whipping-post. There are so many petty offenders, in 
the politécal world, constantly committing petty depre- 
dations, which will be the most appropriately punished 
by instant flagellation, that 1 have been induced to put 
up this instrument of summary justice, in preference to 
laboured indictments, and expensive delays, of which the 
culprits are really unworthy. I therefore hereby give 
Dctice, that the POLITICAL PILLORY and WHIPPING-POST, 
has been erected by competent authority ; and that all 
Petty political offenders in future, who are found guilty 
of ordinary fibbing, backbiting, slandering, misrepresent- 
ing, and abusing, will be tried immediately, upon detec- 
tion ; and if failing, after due notice, to rebut the evi- 
dence against them, or to bring forward exculpatory 
Proofs in mitigation of punishment, they wil be forth- 

Vor. VIN, No. 18, 
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with stripped, and flogged with the goose-quill, accord - 
ing to their demerits. 

The first case which has been entered upon the papers 
hes been a charge of slander, calumny, and falsehood 
against a Mr. Dawson, who is said to be a member of 
the legislature of this country. The charge is made by a 
host of witnesses, beginning with the very respectable 
Courier, and comprising a great proportion of the Me- 
tropolitan, and Provincial Journals. This evidence has 
been admitted, the charge entered, and the accused has 
been called upon, by the following official circular of our 
Secretary, to defend himself; and, in especial considera- 
tion of the doubtful character of the accusers, a simple 
denial of their accusation will be received as disproving 
the charge. 

“To ——-— Dawson, Esq. M. P. 

‘* Sir, —The newspapers attribute to you, in the 
debate on Sir F. Burdett’s motion for the liberation of 
Mr. Hunt, some language respecting myseif, which is. 
equally base, despicable, and unjust. I am aware that 
the privilege of Parliament has been often used to cloak 
every species of scoundrelism; but in this instance, I do 
not perceive any adequate reason for such uncalled for, 
and gratuitous slander ; and I therefore give you this op- 
portunity of disavowing the calumny, if it has been attri- 
buted to you unjustly. 

‘ Your Parliamentary character secures you from all 
legal responsibility ; and your person would be still more 
secure. it yeu could have descended to the baseness of the 
slander to which | allude: fur. instead of such an oflen- 
der being entitled to the consideration, or the treatment 
of'n man of honour, the only appropriate punishment he 
eauld receive; would be to hand him over to the cart’s 
tail, and to the beadle’s lash. | - 

‘‘ But [ will not suppose, at present, that a British 
Senator could so far forget what was due to himself, and 
to his situation, as to calumniate and belie those who 
“cre not near to justify themselves ; and, requiring yout 
autiieriy for the vindication of your own character, 
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rather than mine, my shaft (‘‘ the grey goose quill”’) 
shall repose in the quiver, until I receive your reply ; 
or until I am compelled by your silence, to conclude 
that you are capable of conduct which cannol injure 
me but which will disgrace yourself as long as your 
name shall be remembered. 
“ ] remain, Sir, yours, &c. 
“TT. J. WOOLER. 

‘¢ Warrwick Gaol, April 28, 1822. 

“Pp, S.—I refer you to the Courzer of Thursday 
last, for the calumny of which I complain. You will 
find it at the close of the speech, which is reported under 
your name.” | <a 

Such is the present state of this process, as it reiahes 
to myself; and unless I receive a satisfactory ansWey, } 
shall be compelled to make an example of this offender : 
and as he will first grace my whippinsnost, 1 shall 
endeavour to make the example as fo%cible as possible, 
io deter the fry of the political community from further 
offences of this kind. I have frborne making any en- 
suiry as to the famly aid connection, conduct and 
motives, of the party aceused, because I would rather 


he should acquit hims<if with honor of the accusation 


hut if ( find him Kuilty, 1 will promise him his name; 
and history shel never be forgotten. He shall have the 
enviable lot of Cromwell, in the language of the satirist, 
and be 


** Vamnec to everiasli fame t” 


Tuough it should he oaly to the fame of being flogged 
at the whipping-post of the Black Dwarf, tt will at. 
least perpetuate his memory, as another species of ele- 
vation perpetuates the celebrity of the murderer—, 

** When what to oblivion better were consicn’d, 

“Is hung on high, to poison half maukind.” 

So much for political criminals. I have been also 
solicited to erect a mad-house for political lunatics, a 
house of industry for political idlers, a house of correc- 
= political ene, and a house of instruction 

political blockheads. | am assured that J shall find 
“Sundance of patronage in all these lines ; and if [ shall 
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be successful, I shall be in want of thy services, as chap. 
fain to all these institutions, with a host of Japanese 
attendants, to keep the refractory in order, to compei 
the lazy to work, and to instruct those simpletons who 
are willing to learn. Thou must, therefore, prepare-to 
leave Japan, in good earnest. I have work for thee to 
do, which will be worth thy while, for it will benefit 
mankind ; and [ am aware thou wouldst forego any per- 
sonal advantages of ease and retirement, to amend, or 
to instruct, the world. For the present, fare thee well. 
J expect shortly to embrace thee in Europe ; and I have 
then for thy private ear, what it would not be politic to 
entrust to the chances of a voyage from Britain to Japan. 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


en 


POLITICAL JUDGES. 
APPOINTMENT OF MR. DENMAN AS COMMON SERJEANT 








Mr. Dwar, 

i perceive tnat the Courzer is quite angry at the 
election of Mr. Denman to the oftice of Common Serjeant, 
because *° Mr. Denman’s polvtical character recom- 
£* mended him to the polztecal majority of the Common 
“€ Councij!”—and sneeringly adds—* the appointment 
ofa political judge is a subject for public congratula- 
“ tion'” Certainly it is. Not of itself, would such ap 
appointment be of much importance ;—but since political 
judges are appointed by the ministry, to interpret the 
Jaws in the ministerial favour, it becomes an imperious 
duty on the part of all bodies who believe the adments- 
dratiou to be the great plague under which the country 
labours, to counteract the appointments of the adminis- 
tration, by such as may tend to keep the balance a little 
even. Mr. Denman iz incapable of becoming a political 
judge. ic will not lend himself to the persecution of 
the prope, it may be hoped ; but it is not expected that 
he will step out of his way,even to advocate their rights. 
It is obiected that bis appointment was purely an politica: 
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yrounds. Well, be it admitted. The appoimlment of 
Mr. Justice Best was on political grounds! The eleva- 
tion of Mr. Justice Abbott was on political grounds, and 
in direct violation of the principle, that a judge once rais- 
ed to the bench, should no longer have promotion oraddi- 
tional interest in view. Justice Holroyd owed his eleva- 
tion to the bench to political considerations. Mr. Justice 
Bailey is indebted to the same motives for his situation. 
The ministry which makes judges, make them of men 
whom they can trust. Juries have often interposed 
hetween defendants and the ministry : but the judges and 
the administration are united by a general league both 
offensive and defensive, though the terms may not be ref 
duced to writing or stipulated form. It is sometimes 
necessary to counteract evil by means which would not 
be otherwise justifiable. It is the character of our enemies 
that must determine the natureofour weapons. Voltaire 
once said, ifall the world were honest, he would be candid; 
but, placed in the midst of knaves, he was compelled to 
be cautious, that he might not be destroyed. Thus the 
Common Council, having long deemed the existing 
system prejudicial has endeavoured to counteract its per- 
nicious tendency, by theappointment of an individual who 
professes himself opposed toits continuance. The Courier 
calls Mr Denman a “ violent partizan.” What, then 
8 Mr. Justice Best? In talent, in temper, in every 
manly virtue and literary acquirement, who will compare 
the Judge with the Common Serjeant’ Surely, then, 
the Common Council need no apology for appointing 
the latter, when the ministry have appointed the former. 
Violence, forsooth! The appointment of Mr.Denman was 
wnexceptionable in every legal and moral pomt of view; 

ut this was not deeined sufficient by the majority of 
the Common Council. They knew the present political 
bias of the bench, and they sought for a counteraction, in 
2man who mizht not onlybe expected to interpret the laws 
tn favour of the people, for whose protection they were 
Mace, which would have doubtless bean the case with the 
*Pponent of Mr. Denman; but who would resist any inter- 
Pretation of the laws totheir prejudice, if attempted by any 
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other—a matter which could onlybe expected fro | 
had made the science of politics his aleguieiaiain 
ly pledged himself to the resistance of a despotic authorit 
by his political conduct. Mr. Denman may fall short yt 
the expectations of the Common Council ; but that is a 
contingency asainst which it cannot provide. If he 
should, the fault will be his own; and the merit of the 
endeavour to fix on a proper person will remain to the 
body, the majority of which has selected him as the ob- 
ject of their choice, and of their confidence. 


Qe 
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From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, bo the 
Yellow Bonze, at Japan. 


AN ANECDOTE, ILLUSTRATING THE MISCHIEF OF GREAT 
MEN, HAVING THE MONEY OF LITTLE FOLKS TO DIS- 
POSE OF. 


I do not often deal in the mere gossip of the day, but 
a curious anecdote is now buzzing about, which seems to 


— me to be worth the preservation. Lord Liverpool says 


every country is at present labouring under great agri- 
cultural distress ; so that when I say the stery is related 
of a great man in a distressed country, I hope | do not 
indecorously point out too directly the country in which 
he resides. This great man is said to have a very fa- 
vourite lady, who thinks her charms authorize her to take 
some trifling liberties with his greatness:—and in order 
to gratify her vanity at the expence of those who furnish 
the great man with money, she dexirously induced a 
dealer in jewellery to call, by mere accident, at the great 
man’sresidence, with a brillcant necklace, worth twenty 
five thousand pounds. The accident occurred —the 
bauble was produced, and highly extolled. The lady and 
her daughter were present; and it was difficult to say 


~ 
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whether the young, or the old woman were most enrap- 
tured with the ornament. The great man could do no 
less than to purchase it, and the price was demanded. 
“Only twenty-five thousand pounds!” The great man 
it is said, was recalled to his recollection by the exorbie 
tantsum, and hesitated for a moment, but fincing no re~ 
treat open, and piqued at being thus played upon, took 
the glittering bauble, and placed it round the neck of the 
daughter, to punish the mother for her avaricious stra- 
tazgem, The young lady was doubtless the more grate- 
ful for the present, as it was unexpected ; but the old one 
was equally enraged, and pouted so dreadfully, that it 
was at last deemed necessary to purchase a similar necke 
lace for her also, with ear-rings and bracelets, to the 
tune of ten thousand pounds more! But now comes the 
worst part of all these gallantries—the payment of the 
bill, ‘The minor purse-bearer of the Prince was applied 
to by the jeweller fur fifty-five thousand pounds! He, 
itis said, was glad of an opportunity of piquing the old 
lady, Whom he suspected of intriguing to get another 
into his situation, and referred the jeweller to the great 
Treasurer! The great Treasurer stared, positivelyrefus- 
ing to acknowledge so large a debt, when his funds were 
exhausted, and referred the tradesman back again to 
the minor Purse-bearer. The latter was obstinate 
in his refusal; and it became necessary to apply 
tothe great man himself for paymeat. Enraged that 
his orders had not been complied with, the great man 
called the little purse bearer before him, and, in a fit of 
passion, was about to strike him, though he fiad been a 
faithful servant for many years! The little purse- 
bearer, however, who was probably aware of the recep- 
tion he was to mect with, had kept near the door ; and 
making a precipitate retreat, sent in the resignation of 
his office; which was accordingly bestowed on the son 
of the old woman, who thus managed to get éwo neck- 
laces, besides the ear-rings, bracelets, and the purse- 
beurer’s place, for a trick which might have cost an 
ordinary servant both her situation, and her character. 
oes not this, my friend, illustrate the folly of little 
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people subscribing their money for great people ic 
spend! Would it not have been much better for thig 
Siftu five thousand pounds to have been expended in milk 
and bread for the children of the poor, than to have been 
swallowed up in useless ornaments to decorate useless 
people! it would be avery good thing if great folks 
were obliged to earn a little, in order that they might 
learn the value of the riches, which cost so much to 
others. If every great man were compelled to earn siz 
pence every day, it would enable him to judge of the 
degree of toil, which is devoted by others to the mainte- 
nance of his dignity; and with common sense to apply 
the lesson, could not fail to be the better for it. There 
would be some policy in keeping the burthens of the lit- 
tle folks as Zight as possible :—tor when they become so 
heavy, as to induce them to throw them ofl—which the 

must when they can bear them no longer—vwhat will 
the great folks do? (remember thy excellent remark, 
that ‘ we should be thankful for the patience of the ass, 
‘¢ and not reproach it with stupidity; for if »t were wise, 
“ it would neither fake blows, nor carry Gurthens \” 
This is so good a lesson for great folks, that it should be 
carved in letters of gold, in every cabinet ; and as care- 
fully kept from the little world, as reason is withheld 
from the passive animal to which it refers—lest the little 


people should become restive to their drivers, and roll 
their burthens upon the ground. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD JOHN 
RUSSELE, 
— O— 


LETTER V 


My Lord, April 9th, 1822. 


Compare your country’s situation in 1688, with its situation 
iu 1822, and then reflect on the task which patriotism hath now to per- 
form, Then, likewise, say, if this be a time fo compremise mith the 
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teartors who huve subverted the constitution! In 1688, NO DEBT. 
In 1822, a debt exceeding the entire expenditure of SEVEN HUN- 
DRED YEARS! In_1683, taxationa FEATHER, not even noticed 
asagrievance. In 1822a burden, outweighing the MOUNTAINS laid 
by Jupiter on the subdued giants, to keep them down! In 1688, ‘‘ a 
glorious revolution” it was called, when a royal delinquent was expelled 
for having aimed at arbitrary power. In 1822, an inglorious revc- 
lution by base boroughmonger delinquents seen to have been actually 
EFFECTED ! 

Is not, therefore, the task before us, a coufiter revolution, far surpass- 
ing in glory the achievement of 1688; inasmuch as we have now to hurl 
from their thrones two hundred and seventy usurpers; who, notwith- 
standing they are mere corruptionists, whose groveling habits, aud the 
thievishness of their practices even degrade the manly vice of ambition, 
have not proved less powerful than Kings? This base faction not com- 
marding any of the respect shown to ordinary sovereigns de facto with 
ill titles, but being contemplated as lawless banditti insolently domi- 
neering over, and plundering, discontented captives, all that is wanted 
to break up and disband the ‘gang, is a few energetic leaders worthy 
of confidence, for constitutional knowledge and fidelity ; atid meriting 
attachment, for fellow feeling with an oppressed people. How, in ad- 
dressing one of the house of RUSSELL, shall I here refrain from 
remarking, that England ought to cease bestowing on the deed of 1688 
the epithet of “* glorious,” unless she now determine to assert those 
rights, and secure those liberties, which, on that occasion, were little 
more than declared? 

Before we drop this reference to the period of the “ glorious revolu- 
tion’ and its misdeeds, we may profitably advert to a few facts and 
considerations, for showing that PRINCIPLES, (1. e. the TRUTH of po- 
litical morality, or the theory of right practice in state affairs) are not 
such useless geer as mock-statesmen would have us believe; but will 
ever be made the rules of conduct by real statesmen of genuine wisdom, 
who will constantly be on their guard against the insidious voice of 
‘the fiend discretion.’? (Sir W. Jones.) Such men will emulate an Aris- 
tides, ora Phocten, no mean statesmen; or one perhaps as great as the 
world ever saw, the renowned Polybius, who considered “TRUTH as 
“the supreme Deity,”’ and thought it his duty to ** divest himself of at! 
“other obligations,’ as an historian, “ and sacrifice them all to 
“TRUTH.” (His Hist. translated, 2d Ed. 1698, p. xix.) It is a well- 
known constitutional maxim, that * taxation and represeftatioh are in- 
separable,” (Lord Camden.) The plain import is, that stone shall be 
taxed who are not represented ; andthe more this maxim shall be can- 
vassed, the more willits truth and importance beelicited. Now, by 
demonstrations ten thousand times repeated, it is established as another 
constitutional maxim, that parliaments of a duration not exceeding one 
year are essential to national freedom. By the correct and honest ap- 
plication of these two maxims, it will be seen, that no existing par- 
liament ever had authority to TAX av unborn generation, of whom by 
No possibility could it be the chosen representative. But, in fact, the 
principles of our reasoning equally show, that the parliament of any 
one year, could not even tax the people of the suceeeding year, who, 
for the purpose of taxation, as well as of general legislation, are to 
elect their sown representatives; and which people moreover, must, 
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oy the operation of deaths and of births, be a different generation, from 
that of which the legielators ofthe preceeding year were, by election, 
the representatives. 

Is it not already seen, that if, at the period of the “ glorious revo- 
dution,” a riddance had been effected of the VIOLATION of the afore. 
said twu maxims as well as of a tyrannical King, there could uot now 
exist an atom of what is called a national debt ; ut which, in fact, ia 
a debt of treacherous usurpers, and of them alone. 

Let us illustrate this position bv what is both constitutional law and 
sound practice in parochial government. The parishioners in vestry 
annually elect their overseers, with authority to tax the parish for the 
expenditure of the year. lf, by carelessness, those overseers omit to 
raise a3 Much money as will cover the year’s disbursements, whereby 
they contraet a debi, they cannot charge that as a debt to be paid by 
the inhabitants in the next, or in any future year; but, however honest 
they may have been, it must be paid out of their own pockets ; because 
they are not authorised to tax a generation they do not revresent; and 
because of the incalculable mischief of once veolating a right principle. 
If the fatal principle of taxing where they do not represent were in 
a parish once admitted, then by precedent piled on preeedent, debt 
after debt might be contracted, until the parish should be crushed 
under an accumulated debt, twice, or thrice, or ten times the value of 
its estate; and totheend of time be annually taxed fur interest ac- 
cordingly. But, happily for parochial government, the two consti- 
tutional maxims, of the inseparability ef taxation and representation 
—and of annual elections, having been unviolated, if a debt be com 
tracted it must be the debt of mismanagins Overseers, and paid out of 
their onn pockets; for parochiul debts can have no existence. I 
then ask how can a Nattonal Debt have any existence—-meaning le- 
gal and constitutional existence? 

if truly honest paruehial overseers, duly elected, and really re- 
presenting the community, shall nevertheless, for mismanagement, the 
effect of mere inattention, be thus answerable out of their own proper- 
ty, for debts they contract; would not the principle hold with ten 
times tensfold force had they beeu unprincipled wretches, who, by force 

or frand, or rank bribery, had usurped the office of overseers, and 
exercised it with gross pillage and oppression? 

Now, as our law, founded on common honesty and common senses 
does sccure every parish from incurring any debt, and our constitution, 
by the natural operation of its PRINCIPLES, must equally secure the 
nation from debt, so it is clear, that what is called the Nation’s Debt, 
is, in fact, the debt of those who, in violation of the constitution, 
contracted the same. Who will admit, that a lawless Banditti, who had 
made captives of men of property, and usurped a management of their 
estates, could have authority legally to burthen those estates with debts 
far exceeding in value the fee simple of the same; or indeed with debts 
amounting to a single shilling? bt 

Where, then, lies the blame and the responsibility, for having brought 
our country into its present bankrupt condition, its misery and conster- 
nation? and whose isthe debt of which we hear so much? The ane 
swers are as obvious as resistless, All the blame, all the responsibilty, 
hes atthe door of THOSE who, ina treasonable violation of the wee 
stitution, USURPRD the powers of taxation, together with those 
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general legislation ; —~of THOSE who, at the favorable crisis of 1688, 
nd 1689, shamefully neglected to secure the comp'ete union of Tepre- 
sentation with taaation, and parliaments ofa duration not exceeding 
one year, both of them essential to legitimate taxation ;—of THOSE 
who, first disinherited even the electors of the nation for two years in 
very three, and scon afterwards for six years in every seven; —of 
THOSE who bave all along systematically aggravated the iniquity of 
the monopoly of suffrage, until out of 658 sea's in the Commons’ House, 
they have in the end robbed the right owners of 487 of those seats ; 
using the power thus iniquitously obtained, to scourge a people, de- 
prived of Representation, with scorpion whips of taxation, to an ex- 
treme never before felt or recorded. ‘These are therefore the partics on 
whom attaches ALL THE BLAME and'ALL THE RESPONSIBILITY : 
and consequently, these are the parties, who, having USURPED the 
power of legislation and taxation, alone contracted the DEBT, and 
who alone are amenable to the creditors'—For it is inconceivable, 
how captives in the hands of a banditti, can be answerable for the 
iniquitous acts of their piratical tyrants and oppressors; or, how, after 
escaping out of their clutches, they can be liable to a confiscation of 
their property, in obedience to any decree of those tyrants, in favour 
of dupes and fools, who lent money on such a pretended security, or of 
rogues, who became accomplices on speculation in plundering the cap- 
nves, 

Not to come in the present orgument, to still closer quarters with 
the usurpers, it has already appeared sufficiently plain, that there is no 
species of reasoning by which a TAXATION of the generation existing 
mm the year 1822, with reference to a DEBT contracted by USURPERS 
prior to the existence of (he present parliament, can be justified. If the 
nation’s acquiescence isto be called its consent, be it remembered, that 
a non-acquiescence, that is, resistance, would have been called a crime, 
a treason,or a rebellion, and punished with fine, imprisonment, trauspor- 
tation, or death. Hath not even a desire of Reform, been the signai for 
a thirty years persecut:on ? 

Dutan existing generation are not to be treated as slaves, and plun- 
dered, or tortured, either as a consequence of the unhappy condition of 
a prior generation, or as a necessary effect of the folly or wickedness 
of former men, who, by usurpation, had possessed themselves of des- 
potic power! for this would be contrary to the whole current of the mag- 
ims and principles of our law and constitution—bvecause, * Equity suf- 
"ers not right to be without a remedy!’ 
, Because, whatever is done, contrary te the principles of law, ‘ ought 
to be esteemed as undone :? 
| Because, ‘Against the law of reason, or against justice, there is no 
_Preseription, or opposed statute, or custom; and if any such be made, 
‘hey be not statutes, or custums, but corruptions, —things against jus- 
tice, and yoid! 
*Be cause, £a bad custom or usnage is to be abolished ; for in customs, 
hot lenyth of time, but eolidity of reason, is to be considered! 


Because, ‘no prescription, no length of time, destroys or weakens the 
Tigh ts of truth and nature! 


— Because, “laws invompatable with the constitution, are in them- 
‘selves void. 


Because, ‘what the parliameot doth, shall be holden for nought. 
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‘ whenever it shall enact that which is contrary to the rights of nat cre, 
* or the princtples of the constitution.’* 

By this time must we not discover the effrontery of ministers, aud 
their echoing parrots, who, for rivetting an insupportable taxation, of 
usurping boroughmongers, on the neck of the nation, set up a fraudful 
cry about keeping faith with-creditors ; as if the nation, because it has 
been kept down and plundered, as captives in the hands of a ban- 
ditti, are kept down, and plundered, ought therefore so to continue to 
the end of time! With these gentry, the CONSTITUTION, which is 
the nation’s first object of care and consideration, stands for nothing at 
all. Its violation is the very root and basis of their system. Like 
Sharpers who open gaming houses, they invent an iniquitous game, 
by holding to the fraudful rules of which, the sharpers must of neces- 
sity in the long run, strip their dupes of their estates; and when atlast 
a detection of the villainy bas raised a cry for fair play, the sharpers 
vocifurate, ‘abide by the rules! abide by tie rules! No breaking faith 
with creditors |’ 

But a cheated and pillaged people are not to be bound by the rules of 
sharpers, and the true question now is,— Shall the swindling borough- 
‘ moagers be permitted still to continue their treasonable usurpation, 
‘which has revolutionized our government, and has subverted our 
* constitution; by means of which usurpation, they imsolently trample 
‘on the nation’s liberty, and at their pleasure play the sharper with its 
‘property ?? This, my Lord, with the aggrieved public, is the true ques- 
tion, and ought universaily to inspire this cry,—‘ For Radical Reform; 
Onite and Triumph’ . 

Had the cry of ‘No breaking faith nith creditors,’ any foundation 
intruth, and houesty, glad enough should [ be to avail myself of it; for 
it happens that, by compulsion, [have been made, and must remair 
through life, to an extent of more than half my income, what, in the 
sense of that cry, Is a ‘creditor,’ and consequently to the same extent 
dependent on what are called the Funds. It is thercfore my private 
interest to join in that cry: but this is forbidden me by very obvious 
and very sacred principles of the constitution of my country, which in- 
form me ofa public interest to be guarded, and a public duty to be per’ 
formed. 

As a motive to reflection on whata prolific spawn of evils perpetually 
proceed when once principles are violated, fail not to note — the 
USURPERS at a very early period after the ‘glorious revolution, 10 
one and the same year, furnished themselves with two potent cngines of 
mischief, their friexnial decree and the Threadneedle Street Charter ; 
—~adulterous parents of a swindling paper system, and a fraudulent un- 
authorizable debt, twins bailed in infancy, children of fair promise, 
but, in maturity, seen tobe the abhorred FIENDS OF DESTRUC- 
TION!!! 

Por the conductors of the ¢ glorious revolution,’ it cannot be offered 
as an apology, that they did not duly reflect on the two particular pro: 
ciptes of which we have spoken, namely, the inseparability of taxation, 
gud representation, and the right to parliaments of a duration not €k- 
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* forall these maxims and the authorities, see the Pedples Bar 
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ceeding one year; neither canit be pleaded in their excuse, that they 
sere not aware of the magnitude of the wrongs and calamities that were 
to follow from their disregard of principles ; without greatly diminish 
ing their pretensions to the character of statesmen fit to govern an en 
icatened and well-informed people; for in their time these two prin- 
ciples were particularly well known and understood by all well educat- 
ed persons. 

Those party politicians who, in 1688, so ill carved for the nation, 
xnew as well as Lord Chancellor Fortescue or Sir Edward Coke; that 
where there was no represcutation there onghtto be no taxation, and 
that in support of this doctrine Hampden had shed his blood. And those 
politicians were also well acquainted with their faithful monitor (the 
virtuous and persecuted Johnson), in whose ‘ Essay concerning Parlia- 
‘ments ata certainty,’ they had read as follows,—‘ [ was afraid that 
‘this government would fluat and move upon the waters, till we were at 
‘acertainty about our parliaments ; and therefore when I waited upon 
my Lord Devonshire before the coronation, I said that we were never 
the better for this revalytion till we had a settlem+yt of Parliaments, 
and our antient right was anniversary Parliaments, and that nothing 
else could set the government to rights.’ 

In the same place he says, ‘ Knowing how much he had assisted the 
King, and seeing the white wand in his hand, | concluded upon his 
interest with the King,’ &c. ¢ It breaks no squares to repeat my Own 
discourse to his Lordship, and to say that he gave me the hearing ; 
nor to say that a certain knight pulled me by the sleeve, whichjhad 
uo other effect than to make me speak the more, and the more ear- 
nestly.?” (Works, p. 293.) 

In‘ discourses’ with Whig Lords and Leaders, the present writer ha 
been much in the same predicament as that worthy Radical of 1688. 
Not at present to speak of others, he has to your Lordship (in the 
present year); to your brother, the Marquis of Tavistock (in 1812), 
and to your father, the Duke of Bedford (in 1818); allof whom have 
#0 much reason to remember the 5 ear 1685—addressed his argumentative 
* Discourses,’ to the number of eighteen, on the snbjects of ‘our an- 
clent rights and anniversary parliaments ;? but whether any one of the 
three have § given him the hearing,’ he knows not. If, however, they 
will but listen to the Constitution, little better than it was listened to 
oy the conductors of the ‘ glorious revolution,’ is all that either the 
‘riter or themselves need regard. 

Abounding, however, witha full share of patience, the writer cannot 
but hope that all the Russells will, in time, add deeds to words. The 
iuble Duke spoke the other day to the men of Cambridgeshire with an 
emphasis that seemed to indicate the approach of action, and that it 
will, in the ripeness of time, be in a right direction, cannot be doubt- 
ed, seeing that, seventeen years ago, namely on the 29th of April, 1805, 
his Grace, in a letter to the present writer,declared as follows;—* I should 
‘be ashamed to give support to any set of men who did not feel the 
necessity of a radical amendment in the whule system of our govern- 

ment. ‘The source of our evils is an inadequate, defective represen- 
* tation of the people in parliament, and‘ until that source is cut off, in 
‘my humble judgment, abuse and corruption will never cease to flow 
‘8 a thousand different channels. I hope and trust, theday is not far 
‘distant, when that most desirable event, a substantial aod radicay 


~_ - & 


~ 


a a oa ~ - 





§46 THE BLACK DWARP. 


€ reform in the representation of the people may be brought to bear. fr 
‘ the mean time, let them see theextent of their gricvances; let them 
“know whence they arise; and let them coolly and dispassionately form 
‘ their own judgments upon the best and surest remedy: it is at hand 
‘ simple, aud of easy attainment.’—(The state of the nation, in a Serica 
of (27) Letters to his Grace the Duke of Bedford. 1805, p.144.) ; 

Now ‘ the best and surest remedy’ has an additional recommendation. 
when it happens to be the only remedy, Kadical Reform has but four 
parts, namely, universality of suffrage,—equality of representation— 
anouality of election,—and the ballot. Now,the only radical reinedy 
against partial, is universal suffrage ; theonly radical remedy against 
unequal, is equal represeutation; the only radical remedy against parlia. 
ments of a wrong, is parliaments of a right duration ; and the only radical 
remedy agaist tyranny in the case of open voting, is to prevent such 
tyranny by the ballot. ‘Then to an oppressed and insulted nation, awa- 
kened from delusion and deterinined to ‘ unite and triumph,’ what so 
‘ simple,’ what so ‘ easy of attainment, as RADICAL REFORM? 

If on behalf of the much-declaring and little-doing politicians of 
1688, to whose omissions, as statesmen, we owe so much calamity, we 
shall nevertheless charitably make considerable allowances, in consider- 
ation of their imperfect experience:—we cannot show the like indul- 
gence to those in our day, whu wish to be thought entitled to that digni- 
fied character; since to them have been open the volumes of demonstra- 
tion, whereby the principles of Radical Reform have been founred 
ov a rock, aS immoveable as the eternal foundations of nature’s law, 
and since they likewise have now before ticir eyes, the DIRE, the TER- 
RIFIC, the APPALLING, CONSEQUENCES OF THOSE PRINCI- 
PLES HAVING BEEN SYSTEMATICALLY VIOLATED! 

As, when we speak of the grievances aud afflictions of the mation, or 
the stabs and wounds of the Constitution, the terms are in truth, poli- 
tically convertible; then, seeing things in this light, we are enabled 
rationally to discourse on the qualifications and duties of state physi- 
clans. Knowing also, that the body politic is suffering under a compli- 
cated discase, universally atlecting every part, racking every limb, and 
agonizing every uerve, how are to be preveuted the horrors that are hut 
tou likely, if the case be ueglected, to intlame the present fever mto 
a phrenzy ? If allthat hath been expertenced, be ra canseqnechce of the 
Constitution baving falfee anions thieves, shall the thieves be Gx pected 
to biud up its wounds andl restore it to health > Have 
monger doctors REPORTED ther own gross rgneraice, and manilested 
their strony desire to prevenl acure? Is not they qood, tie nation's 
evil ® Can the sufferers any more pray tiem,annually to play off a fran 
dulent mummery in the language of nensense, and be satisfied in seems 
them leave their patient to wait twelve months more on his bed of tor- 
ture, for‘ Ditto repeated? Inthe curing of such a disease, bitter me- 
dicines must be swallowed; and probings and other operations must 
give pain;—but, if tae operators be elected for knowledge, skill, lu- 
inanity, and integrity, a resignation on the part of the patient, neces 
sary to the restoration of health, mizht be depended on; whereas, 1 
the thicves are to play the doctor, what, short of a mortal fray, mus*® 
be looked for? 

Before IT finally couclude, let us, my Lord, advert to the complete 
»xtinction of ene species of slavery in this land, which ha‘ occurred 
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eithin our memory. Then let us consider, whether the only remaining 
species, oF rather variely of the same species, must not yield to those 
who assail it with the weapons of truth and a manly spirit. The abomina- 
ble statutes and usages on which rested the claim to a property in the 
persons of negro slaves here in Fngland, because they had been bought 
with money, were long and pertinaciously clung to, and vindicated, by 
our ermined dispensers of law and justice on their benches, and our 
learned pleaders at the bar: but yet in the end, all their sophistical ad- 
vocacy of slavery, vanished as smoke before the plain and honest rea- 
soning of a private gentleman, my late inestimable friend, Granville 
Sharp. Through his persevering exertions, all their sham law and cursed 
expediency, were in the end consigned to obrivion, as corruptions, ubo- 
minations, and nullities, because of their violating that inherent right 
to freedom, which is the sacred unalienable gift of God to his creature 
man universally. 

So will it be with the infamous statute of disfranchisement, of Hen. 
VI., as well as with the other heap of iniquities, which uptold the various 
monopolies of suffrage, branding the bulk of our nation with the horrid 
SLAVE MARK—EXCLUSION, whenever assailed by the champions of 
freedom, as patriotic, as ardent, and as persevering, in the House of Com- 
mons, as was Grenville Sharp in the Courts of Justice. 

Then shall be swept from cur records all those abominations ;—Then 
shall it be as impossible to find, breathing the air or treading the soil of 
England, a WHITE SLAVE—that is—a white man branded with the 
SLAVE MARK—as now it is impossible to find breathing that air and 
treading that soil a BLACK SLAVE! 

Away then with all pettifogging chicanery, with all contemptible 
quibbling on the question of human freedom! And here be repeated 
what more than forty years ago, the writer maintained in a note on 2 
‘Declaration of Rights ;’ of which declaration, he has it under the hand 
of that ‘ most enlighten ed.of the sons of men,’—(Johnson) Sir William 
Jones, that “ it ought to be written on the heart of every Englishman. 
The note is as follows:—*‘ Those Englishmen who have no votes for 
‘electing representatives, are not free men, as the rights of nature and 
* the Constitution of their country require, but are enslaved to the re- 
‘ presentatives of those who have votes; for, to be enslaved, is to have 
‘nowillof our own in the choice of law makers, but to be governed by 
‘rulers whow other men have sed over us.’—The People’s Barrier, 1780, 
p. 2k, 

Ihave the honour to subscribe myself, 
Your Lordship’s well-wisher, 


JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
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INTERVIEW BETWHEN AN IRISH SECRETARY AND HIS 
FRIEND. 
As the devil one morning was taking a walk, 
He met Derry-down, and began thus to talk, 
Worthy Statesman, eries Satan, pray how do you do? 
9 Sir, cries his Lordship, my service to you, 
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Have you got any news from the regions below, =~. 
How's my friend, Pilly P—t?—Why faith, but so, a. 
U fancy he envies your merit superior, 

For, by all us below, ke’s deem’d far your inferior. 


Tis true he exerted himself iu my cause ; be 
By oppressing the virtuous by infamous laws: 

But how far below your’s, his endeavours must fail, 

Who contrives to oppress them without law at all. 





Thy pow’r shall eaeh deraon of darkness obey, 
Who so far hast extended my empire and sway ; 
For should you continue te go onas well, 
You'll soun make all E~—gl—d a sort of a HI. 





Still go on, my dear friend, in your excellent plan, 

Still persist to oppress ev’ry innocent man, 

Invent some new taxes for honest John Bull, 

Johony’s back it is broad, and how thick is bis skull i 


Never mind the distress of the labouring poor, : 
What starvation, what anguish, and pain they endure; 

But boast that old England in wealth still increases, 

While you keep your friends snug in their pensions and places, 


And when the time’s come, that’s determined by fate, 
That the rabble shall rise to tear thee from thy seat ; 
Never mind them, but laugh at the insolent foe, 
Secure of your seat in my kingdom below. 


For to my dark dominion soon as you descend, 
All H—-II shall rejoice at the sight of their friend; 
And I'll give you as long as with me you abide, 
The snuggest hot corner of my fire side. 


el 


O Sir, cried his Lordship, and dropp'd on his knee, 

A much colder corner will satisfy me; | 

Hold, hold, Satan cries, you poor, weak, silly elf, 
Would you now he for turning your back on yourself? 


Besides, my good friend, aiy gentle, sweet creature, 
Of my plan ‘tis astrong Fundamental choice Feature ; 
That he who on earth most fulfill’d my desire, 

When with me should always sit nearest the fre. 
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